	Dacorum Healthier Communities and Older People Theme Group

Notes of meeting held on 16 October 2007

Present: 

            Caroline Player -   Chair / Age Concern





Sally Titchiner – Sportspace, Dacorum Sports Trust 





Karl Stonebank – Dacorum Borough Council

                                               Peter Wright – E N & W Herts Primary Care Trusts 

                                               Mark Mitchell – Community Action Dacorum





Nicky Flynn – Age Concern

                                               Anne Nicodemus - Hertfordshire County Council

Apologies:


Dave Gill – Dacorum Borough Council




	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions 

Caroline and Peter welcomed all to the resumed Theme Group after a lengthy break. Peter explained new changes following PCT restructuring, and Gill Goodlad no longer being able to take a lead on this area. Caroline agreed to act as Chair on a rotational basis. Anne agreed to act as Secretary for a time limited period (as Strategic Partnership Unit undergoes review).  

Brief round of introductions. 
	

	2.


	Apologies – as above


	

	3.
	Draft Terms of Reference -

The Group agreed the following revisions (PW/CP to check changes to Draft ToR):

(1) & (3) To change references of ‘Steering Group’ to ‘Theme Group’

(5) 6. Add ‘LAA’ to read ‘LAA block’

(5) Adopt overarching aims from Community Plan:

· To provide a healthy and caring environment where people can live an independent, safe and fulfilling life

· To enable Older People to live in health, happiness and dignity and to be active citizens 

(6) Membership – 

As a general rule, all agreed with suggestion 

· To pull in appropriate representation from relevant agencies where a specific focus is warranted. 

· To continue to make cross-links with other partnerships/fora, thereby keeping the HCOP Group more strategic and manageable. 

· To ensure all stakeholder contributions including MIND, Mencap, etc, are harnessed in wider debates.

Adult Care Services – Anne to identify relevant dept. representatives including Elderly & Physical Disabilities Team. 

PCT – Peter agreed to approach Judy Hallissey from Specialist Mental Health Team for Older People. 

Dacorum Borough Council – revise ‘Community Partnerships’ to read ‘Active Communities’. Karl to confirm DBC representatives.

Herts Health Action for the Homeless – Nicky to contact Andrew Liversage re representation.

Community Action Dacorum - to be added (apologies made for unintended oversight)

(7) Chair – To be rotated on annual or otherwise agreed basis. Draw up draft agenda and post on web one week prior to the meeting. Liaise with Secretary re communications (see below). Provide short briefings/news items for Dacorum Partnership website (see item (3) of ToR).

(8) Secretary – New (draft) wording as follows:

‘To be rotated on an agreed basis. All communications (including agenda and minutes/papers) to be sent to members electronically unless otherwise requested. All papers to be posted on LSP website along with HCOP Group news updates.’

(12) Papers – Draft agenda to be placed on LSP website one week prior to meeting.

(13) Minutes - Take out second sentence ‘ They will re-circulated..’ and add ‘and posted on web’ to the end of 1st sentence.

(17) Life Span of Group – add ‘As agreed by the constituent organisations’.


	PW/CP

AN

PW

KS

NF



	4.
	Membership and Actions 

Membership covered in previous section 6. in Draft ToR.

The Group agreed that initial action priorities should include:

· Setting up of Older Persons Forum 

· Moving forward work on Health Inequalities – work flowing from 7th November event run by Audit Commission – and open to all partners to contribute/attend. Peter to forward documentation and details to Anne for circulation.

· Priority areas identified through the Community Strategy.

· Projects tackling issues where there is added value (other than those identified through the Community Strategy) e.g. Fuel Poverty and Accidents. Members to identify possible actions around added value and report to next meeting.
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	5.
	Links to other Strategies and Groups  

Karl presented the latest draft of the refreshed Community Strategy. It was suggested that the two themes for Healthier Communities, and Older People, be located side-by-side in the Plan. Karl to make changes and circulate relevant pages in the Plan to members for comment.

Anne agreed to circulate relevant pages from Herts Forward Community Strategy for information.


	KS
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	6.
	Notes from last meeting July 2006 

Noted for specific changes (Gill Goodlad’s change of role within the PCT so no longer taking a lead in relation to this theme), otherwise no special comment as meeting was held over a year ago.
	

	7.
	Input to new SCS - covered in 5. 


	

	8.
	Next steps and next meeting  

Caroline to continue to chair, working in partnership with Peter.

It was agreed to hold meetings initially every six weeks, moving to quarterly when up and running. It was also agreed that future meetings could continue to be offered in Age Concern, and also CAD or DBC buildings as needed.

Caroline and Nicky were thanked for hosting the meeting and providing great refreshments. 

Next meeting: 28th November 2007, 1 – 3 p.m. at Age Concern, Hemel Hempstead.


	


(suggestion - we might find this useful – and add to it)

Distribution list:

HCOP Theme Group members

Caroline Player – Chair/ Age Concern

Nicky Flynn – Age Concern

Peter Wright – W E & N Herts PCTs

Sally Titchiner – Sports Space, Dacorum Sports Trust 

Karl Stonebank – Dacorum Borough Council

Dave Gill – Dacorum Borough Council

Mark Mitchell – Community Action Dacorum

Anne Nicodemus - Hertfordshire County Council                                         
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